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IM P ORTANT ANN OUNCEMENT ~ 
"T"rlE WHO' S WHO OP BOYS ' WRITERS 

AIID ILLUSTRATORS" 

F.<li ted and Compiled by 

Brian Doyle 

lli ll be p.1bli3hed around the end of July =d 

Orders are now being td<on . 

!i This unique and invalunb l e h~ndbook - the first of its kind 

"'evor to appoo.r - contcuns detc.ils of around 1, 000 n'.1llles, comprising ~ 
j;i :,pproxim,tely 750 authors and 250 illustrators . It covers authora, 

editors , !'lblishern "U".d artists who worked for boys ' papers , a,:,ga-

~ zines , annuals and books over approrim..,tely the pas t 100 years , -

iil from "Boys of Engl and" in the 1860 ' s to the Thomaon J:>.'pers of more ~ 
"' rece nt times . All pecudoeyms are listed and fully cros s - refe r- ~ 

!:!' enced , so that it is ensy to see nt a glance who wrot e for what o 

i and under which n.:,.e . All known Sexton Blake authors are <n 

included , even the Modern SBL. wri ters , as o.re those ·,ho wrote for ~o 
~ such p:,pers ns "The Thr ill e r" ( i ncluding lll'1ey of toda¥' s top 
:: mystery writers , who beg~ their c.:iroors in it s p::igesJ. Authors ij 

bett er- known for th eir hard -c over books for boys 3nd aloo 3dul t 
_ authors who have popul ar boys ' stories to th ei r credit arc listed 

gJ too. A p:,rt i cular feature is th e inclusion of proctic:!lly over"J 

g schoo l story author of note ( :!lso :idult writ ers who !'lblished ~ 

;l th i s type of sto ry) . The many il lustra torn, whose work was such ~ 
!;:; an enjoyable and in t egrol jXlrt of t he old p.1blic a tions, range f rom ~ 
§ the old Br e tt and Aldine artists ri ght up to the Nodern SBL cover Oi 
,... des ign ers. i"; 

~ In short , this exciting and abso rbing "llho ' s \/ho" i s a MOST 8 

< for a ll int er es ted in old boys ' (and girls ' ) papers and books and t: 
ej will surely find 11 ponnanent pl ace on your s helves . l!i 

l8 The price of the "Who' s Who" is 15/ - post free :ind Orders ~ 
5< should be addressed to : Brian Doyle, 1411, Clarendon Drive , Putney , ~ 
;;, London, S,11. 15. As soon ns possib l e , ple ase , as suppli es aro ill 
~ stri ctly limited . • 

ro11•s MISS THIS UNIQUE QPFQRTUNITYI 
.!O OIIA S, OH!\ :mi,., .. Sl!OJ.VllJ.Sffi'II a11v Sl!lJ.11!!1 , SJ.OE! dO OHII S, 0!111 :mi;,, 
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OKAY I CHIEF I 
In the 3ut obiogrephy of 

Chief Superintend ent Pet er Beveridge 
the author mentions thst t op detectives at 
Scotlan:I Yara are always addressed as "Guv'nor• by their near - subordi 
nates. In the comers ati on reported in the book, the term "Guv 'nor" 
i s often used. 

I nevitably , one 's mind wonders to th e Sexton Bl:lke s to ri es . In 
earli er ti.mes, Tinker addressed Bl ake as "<luv 'nor . • There was a 
worm, Engli sh homel iness about it , 

By the em of t he Twenti es , t he editori!ll edic t had clearl y gone 
forth . "Guv'nor" wa.s to be dropped, and "chief n was to be subst i tu
ted . It is not difficult to guess why the change was mnde, In t he 
early talking pictures America ruled the s il ver screen , am i t was 



P e 4 
common to hear "Okey, chief !"· sn.:irlod in a nasnl voice . 

In the middle Thirties , Guv' nor returned to tt., S,B,L, , only to 
be roplaced once more by "Chief" with t he passing of time , 

As "Guv' nor" is still in use at Scotland Yard, the term can hard
ly be regarded as old - fashioned , llas it just th.'lt the American 
"Okay,. chief I" was coI1Bidered more euphonious thlln the English , "Right , 
guv'nor!"? Or was it just what the Rio Kid woul d have called the 
"orn ery cussedness" of editors who liked chnnge for the sake of ch.,nge? 

!llD OF AN ERA: 
Fifty ye:irs ago an era was ending , Soon, a kind of iron curtain 

was to descem , cutting off the pre-war years from what cMe af t er , 
llas there an ominous, brooding atmosphere over the British Isles that 
sultry July, fi f ty years back? Or were things much th e srune as 
usual , with people carrying on in their ol d happy-go -l ucky sty l e , with 
no presen tim ent at all that soon tho world was to f al l apart? 

The bookstalls must have been something of a par adise in July 1914, 
They were dest in ed to lose something in qu.:ili ty , quantity , and variety 
which they would never find again, 

The counters were stacke d high wit h period i cals of a ll types , 
The val ue for money was broath - toking , The penny pe.pers gave 32 
poges , The Gem and the Magnet wer e suppl ying each week a 35, 000-
word school s t ory, plus a serial , Papers like Pluck and the Marvel 
offe red two complete sto r ies plus a serial , ffVery week. There were 
on:J amount of others, Double numbers , and they were frequent , com
prised 52 p<l80S or more for 2d, The Union Jack often presented a 
double number in which the sta r att r act ion would be an 80,000-word 
Sexton Blake story - more than double tho length of the Blake stories 
we knew in recent times. 

The comic p'.lpers , most of thsn sold a t a halfpenny , had a charac 
ter all their own. A glance nt some of th e old col oured comics of 
fifty and more years ago shows a qusli ty of colour which is unsurpassed 
and often not equalled in the sixties . 

Most collectors will agree that the pe.pers in the few years pre
ceding the outbreak of war in 1914 had a strange endearing cha.rm which 
they bllvo se l dom had since as the years have gone by , July 1914 was 
truly th e beginning of the end of an er a. 

THE 19§4 ANNUAL: 
llork is now in hand for tho Collec t ors' Digest Annual fo r 1964, 

Contributors are asked to send along their articles, etc , as soon as 
th ey can make it convenient to do so . 



COIIDUCTED BY JACK WOD 

DISCOVERI!IG ST. FRANK'S By Artlrur V. Holland 

Rece ntly, due mn.inly to th e court esy and gene ro s ity of J :imes W, 
Cook, a s t a.ck of nel s on Lees c.1me my way. Froo:i th ese , I experienced 
mo.cy hours of thrilling enj oyment . 

Brooks wa.s, undoubt edly , 3 ~ of l1ml3Wll imagi.na tion. I beli e ve 
hi s grea t es t g ift ns 11 writ er re s t s upon tho -wonderful de tnil of hi s 
chnr:lctors and des criptions. 

In his barring-ou t se ri es , he i s careful to se e that th e re i s a 
good s tock of food :ind wa t er , bedding nnd bl Mkot s , ns in his famous 
"Hunter the Hun, 11 se ri es . 

I marvel a t his gi ft of cr eating th e appropri a te a tmos phere fo r a 
number of hi s stori es which one cnn class as deli e:htful.1¥ fantastic , 

In hi s nerve-tingli ng t nl e of "The Los t I s lan ds " (a so rial in th e 
}rd N .s. of N ,L,L. ), f ea turing Lord Dorrimor e and Omlosi , he tell s how 
th ey got t rspped in a deadly whirlpoo l, a vas t mael s trom hundreds of 
mil es in Cil'Ctlllfercnce . Within the whirlpool , the C!llm water s of tho 
l agoon stret ched for eigh ty or ninety mil es , am th ere a re two i sl amo 
known "" New Isl ac and llew Britain , 

It was wri t t en i n th e simple hi s tory books of New Brit ai n , that 
s everol centurie s pr eviously 11 nobl e ahip carcying s ome hundred s of 
pilgrims !rem East Angli n was se ized by tho dreaded Barbary corsllirs, 
with th eir liv e s t ock of all des criptions , and they were eDSl aved by 
the men of Islam , 

The shi p was trap ped i n a gr ea t s t orm and drawn int o th e migh ty 
whirlpool, and it s wreclmgc was s ent hurtling int o th o lagoon , Mos t 
of tho peopl e surviv ed , th e Isl ams s ettl ed on one is l ond.1 and the pil 
grims on the other , 

After a number of exci ti ng a dventures Lord Dorrimor e and Umlosi 
a pp1'0'1ch tho i sl and of llew Britllin in their l a rge powerful mot or - boat , 
Brooks giv os this description of th e i s l and -

"They were entering a bey, 11nd on the shore s th e town had been 
bui lt on II gentl e slope , Ono could se e tho quai nt cobbl ed stree t s 
and half timbe red houses and thatched cottoges , Beyond, th e country 
sid e was wooded, and white roads could be aeon twisting and tu rning 
aft or th e fashion of English country lane s .• 
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Thus , Brooks in his maste rful sty l e adds beautiful pro se to 

thrilling ac ti on. There i s nev er a dull m001ont. 
For two genor a tions , I had bee n a st:lunch conse rv :it ive llnmilton 

i= , beli eving th:it Charles was :ibsolutely supreme i n schoo l boy 
fict ion . Head and shoulders above al l others . Chorlos llnmilto n' s 
stories monnt a gre a t desl to me in my boyhood doy:, . I n t he eor l y 
da,ys of my li f e there was no Nel son Lee Library, I n m-., enr l y m.::mhood 
thi s p,bli ca tion with St , Frank ' s stories did not come to the 
Austral ian bush vill age whero I liv e, It wns only four years ogo 
when I became nware of tho exi s tence of our O. B. B.C., ond l ess than 
s ix months s inc e I was introdu ced to St . Frank's . 

I will always be in debt to J ames 11, Cook, who so ki ndly opened 
up for me t he now avenue t o l!lllJlY thri l ling hours of pleasure with tho 
St , Frank ' s personne l, 

I huve been intrigued with the controversy in "C, D, " between the 
Homil tonians and th e Leei te s , as to whi ch i s t he bette r writer of 
schoo lboy fiction, Roger Jenkina told us a f ew months ogo (C,D, Nov , 
196}) , th:it th o boy:, in hi s school whero ho teac hes , could write 
stories as good as Brooks , 

I refuse to to.ke Roger seriously . lie al l lmow, tha t in real 
lif e , schoolm:is t e rs are not ed fo r their keen sense of humour, In 
thi s particulor case I considered the hUI!LOur to be most uns eemly. 

In my opinion it i s no t f ni r to comp..sro th e Homil t on stories with 
tho se of St , Frank ' s , ns they ore so diff ere nt, 

Now that my eyes havo been opened to th e high quality of St , 
Frank' s , I firmly believ e tha t Charl es Hamilton and Edwy Se:irl os 
Brooks ore th e two grea t es t writers of schoolboy fict io n that this 
worl d of ours has over known. 

"LFll'Tm FROM ST, FRANK'S" By Jim Cook 

It's j ust lik e old times a t St , Frank ' s , Nipper tells mo he is 
bringing back th e St , Fr:lnk ' s Mag:,.zine due t o :in overwhelming demand 
from the Lower School and sev eral poin t ed enquiri es from the masters , 
At th e moment he is undec ided whe t her to fall back on th o s ty l e of 
11Nipper's Mngo.zine" or reint roduco it i n the f ormat of 11St . Frank's 
Magazine," Whichever of the two he decid es to p,blish I am very 
pleased that St . Frank's will bo more int erest ing t han eve r in that 
the juniors will cont ribute some very i nterest i ng and i nf omative 
art i cl es , Nipper al r eady has an abundan t supply of "copy" from such 
ol d- time favourit es as Reggi e Pit t, Timotey Tucker, Bust er Boots and 
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J osh Cuttle , for F.andforth l et the cat out of the bag weeks before 
Nipper hlld made up his mini . Trust Handy not to keep a secre t for long. 

Apart from tho lively contribu t ions the mag. will unearth some of 
those charactern we selda:i read about , Of course , it 's thei r own fnult 
for keeping in the rocl'.growrl . These l esser l :ii;hts of the junio r 
school now rove their chllooe to get on the front JX1ge as it were . 
am t hinking of boys who do not take part in the main events at the 
school but because of t heir lit ero:ry t alents you get to know them by 
thei r r egul ar appearonce in print . There ' s Hubert Jo.rrow of Study F 
in the Ancient House whose lllIIUSing sty le of writing carries him way ond 
beyond the limits Nipper l ays down and so very freque ntly Hubert ' s 
articles are cut, Lord Ik>rrimore is another regular of whom we don1t 
hoar oncugh. His Groce , t ho 1"ko of Somer ton , will remind us ho is 
stil l a St . Fronk ' s junior by his timely contributioro . Cl a rence 
Fellow e of Study Q in the Ancient House has pranised to supply more 
Painful Parodies . This till , lanky junio r of over s ix fee t filled an 
important gap when he ceme to St. Frank ' s . Until hi s arrival there 
wasn' t what you would call an offi cial poot at the school . 

Sol anon Levi has alre:idy writ ten severol articles relat i ng to 
finance and I was privileged to soe one or two when he i nvited me to 
tea in Study O the other day . One dealt with a reaction to hi s speech 
he m.sdc in tho Juni or Camon Roan. This was all about ooney as I 
mentioned in my provious l atter . Nipper has also on article by J ack 
Grey. Jack SeelilS to have sli pped back into obscurity these days . At 
one time whore you saw Pit t you would fim Jack , but when th ey are in 
their study perllap, the bond of friend ship i s as strong as ever i t was, 
However, after I have writt en this le t ter I shall pop a long to Study K 
i n th e \lest House and ask Jack why he has fallen int o the b:ickgrouni 
l ate ly. Al thoui:h this breekaw:iy from tho limeligh t could apply equal 
l y to many juniors . Suddenly you would sey to yourself "I won:ier 
what's happened to Dick Goodwin or Augustus Hart or any of those juniors 
who at one time or another were vecy much in the news. Then jus t ns 
suddenly you would run across th"'1 in the Triang l e or in tho Tuck shop. 
Talking about the Tuck shop this is the place to look in to if at any 
time you missed Fatty Littlel · 

Church and McClure a re going about looki ng forlorn . Even when 
they saw Teddy Long pulli ng faces at th"'1 th ey wnlked on without 
a tt e,npti ng to sto p him, And Long, getting bolder , reach ed up rurl 
knocked Church' s cap off his head, Had Handfor th been with th001 Teddy 
wouldn't hnve do.red even to block their path but master Edward Long 
al ways took chances when the odds were greatly in his favour . Even he 
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could see Church and McClure were so worri ed that the y were open to 
a t tack . Lucidly Long moved of f when Sir Montie 'l'regcllis -West and 
Tommy Watson appeare d . 

Since I r eported the llls t paragreph the chums of Study D a re back 
in force ogoin . It appears Handy has bee n writing some Tra ckett Grim 
episo des for the Mag. and having slrut himsel f i n Study D every day 
aft er schoolbrooks Church and McClure were a t a loose end and they 
showed it . What is going to happen to th ese thre e juniors in later 
life when event s will seJDra t e th em doesn ' t bear thinking. But 
trot is in the distant future . These three may turn up t oge the r in 
some far flung outpost on another plane t with Handy s till punchi n, hi s 
vo.y through lif e . 

I have been refe rri.D.8 to some juniors who for sane rellSOn or 
other nre s eldom heard in my news about St . FrWlk' s . llut whereas 
these l es ser li ghts of t he Remove and the Fourth can break into !'lbli 
ci ty by writing for th o Mag. , other unfortum tes vi th no lit erary 
ability are forgott en because th ey prefer to remain i n the backgroum . 

But they are al l t he re a t St. Frank's . Nobody has been expelle d 
and in case you hnve forgotten some of these "unfortunat es" mn:J I remird 
you of a few juniors to whom I spoke rec ently. There ' s the tvo Onions 
brothers of Study K. There's Owen majo r of Study P. Sir Jamos 
(Jimmy) Pot t s, Study H. Alf . Brent , Archi e Glenthorne ' s stooy mat o. 
Tom Burton of Study S in the West House and macy ot hers such as Farman, 
Doyle , Yung Ching , Lorry Scott ( th e boy who couldn ' t li e ) th e Trotvood 
twins , th e hon. Doughs Si ngleton , Russi R!lnjit Lal Kahn, Tunner , Pago 
and Harren, Hol royd, Munroe and Pet er Cobb. There ' s Harry Ol dfield , 
Lon Clapson and Billy Nation, Bob Chri st in e , Roddy Yorke and Charles 
Talm!ld8e • 

The mast ers shouldn ' t be forgot t en. Kr. Crowell , s till taking 
the Remove, Kr . Pycraft , th e ill - tempered mast er of the Fourth , Dr. 
Beverl ey Stokes , uncle to M1lry Sumers of th e Koor View School , maste r 
of Wes.t House, late r Housemost er . I mustn't fo r get Kr . St ockdale of 
th e Modern House, nor Kr . Gool e of the East House. 

Of the Third Fenn perhaps Will y lbndforth mrl hi s fni thful chums, 
Lemon and Heath of the Ancient House deserv e mention. Their adven
tures would alwa,ys occupy a l engtlzy repo rt but you can tak e my word 
for it th ey are well in front of 11cything that ' s going . 

Did you know there used to be a Second Form a t St. Frank's? Thia 
was many years ago but it was disb.:mded and merged into th o Third . I 
h ave mentioned the 'l'ri angl e . But strangely enough it isn I t a tri.mg]a . 
In the old days it was a perfect triangl e but when St . Frank ' s was 
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robuil t it fann ed n quad , But the boys sti ll cull it the Triangle , 
Old names die hnrd , 

OOUQUE!'S AND BRICKBATS 
GDW:P fil!S<fi writes: The contr1buttona to t.he Colur:n have been most enJeyable or 
lat.e . Welcome to new writers J. ?well s , Charles Ch.trchtl l~ Reg, Sanderson , and Roger 
J ent l ns - ot all peopl el 

•FUSH-ucx• by Reg. Sanderson was brllUant trd eed. Dellgllttu l tuiour - and 
t uclnatlng In tu new approach . What a pJty lt evoked aueh a sow- r esponse trom Jaces 
w. Coo«. 

I have core borrowers or St. f'rankl s norles In t,;,e Northern Section library than 
ever before , Here Is an extl'act trom a l e tter received U11s week tram John Hct1ahon. 
• .. .. t l ove gett i ng a parcel rroci rou , snd not knowi ng what tt contains , I am once more 
a school boy opening hi s Chrlstca.s stocking, You wlll recenber cy tluin.ktng you tor In
troducing ce to Nelson Lee - (the oort Lees I r ead , the m re thankful I beeooe &) Well, 
Gerry , I now feel that I wst say the sace about Sexton Bl o.k:e. 1bank you tor sending oe 
the Union Jack - I ac. now a ran, Hore please, GerT)',' 

Bo, H any reader or the ,c.o.• bas any Lees or Monster Libs t or sale - pl ease drq> 
4 11ne to 3, Bingley Road, Hens ton, Ilkley . (Advt&) 

i~ufj'JJai~ t:~ t :s~u!s!,
1
~ ~~:~t~n~~t~~!~~~ ~~ ~I~:~ ~u 

1
:e~:J;e;:::~ . 

and chose the Lee Colw:ri to guest blmse1r upon. What a pt cy "1en the mtnd 1s so taken 
up with Ult greatne.u or c.H. Ulat In no other and nOM'lere else can tt envtsqe or see 
greatness too. 

Roger Is a grea t ::ian l n his om field , but l t seens a. ptcy Yihen tho.se "1o idolize 
Charl es HW l ton delight In kicking dONl and der i ding Che work or t . s. Brooks , pr<isw:i
abl)r wtth the Idea that by doi ng so they thereby rntse a littl e higher thnt or C.H. 
Just I'f wq or think i ng, bUt l ' m sure there are other s who .sbaN tbe sam view. 

FRANK \NIIN rtt es: J8Cl8s w. Cook should be In poUtt es. An)'one wi th t'lhoci he dtsau ees 
Is, evldcntlf , an' Ignorant gateern!l:ler . • Thfs Is eypteal or Che aJT¢8ant at tttUd e or 
one or two people who believe they are sx:.h suthorlttes on their pM'tleular hobbles that 
anyone JtlO dares to state an opinion Is • ignorant.• 

or course, the rest or us haTC nner !l:lsrtd. Mr-. Cook' s treoE!ldous prlvtlege or 
betna Gble to ·vtatt st. F'rank•s and hob-noobl ng wlt.h Hipper and co. 'fllhenever he wants 
to. We have to cocr:ient tl'Otl. the outside; pos.slbJ.y· It ts thb undoubted miVMtaae that 
cak11 hto ~ arrogsnt . 

However, tt ts barel)r possible that ..e lesser rolJc are still entitled to votee an 
opin ion without being l abell ed •gatecrashera. • flle tact that c.s.B. was rltlng •to 
on:tera' dW'J\l the terrib le Park l ngt.on era ls lm:etertaJ.: th e Quality or these stories 
was appal.Ung, and tr Brooks had lost interest In wrltlnc theo It mght ban served tbe 

:~:t~n°~~: :~1~ ~~-':~~:t:~/~r~r~::u~11; :::a~~n7' ::;::s=t bare 
was a cue 'ltlere a good Slb-wrlter nl ght have proved a blessing. I SaY this as a 
fervent adl:ltr er or tlle work., or E.S. B. , anj , possl bl)r to Hr. Cook• s 8Cl8Zeoent and 
1nereaul1Q', as a re8der or near}¥ all hta ram•. r do not, hown er, bl.aoe edttorlaJ. 
po li cy ror the tra!h th..1t was aer,e<:1 up to u.s toJifards the end. In t.be l on& run, In 
spi te or t he excuse ot 1ac:k or int ere st, the writer hlmelt 1111St take the bla.oe. · 

?!)R£!N: PRJ.Grgll. Wflti§: Ourinc t.he 13 year, t be.fl been o autlaerlber to Collectorst 
Digest [ have nevtr yet eome across s.1ch a Ntl"Ograde step u to al l .. Roger Jenklna to 
use th e Nelson Lee COlum t.o display his well-knot1n dtsltlte ct st. Fnnk'•• 1'hl s ts 
not the Ur st tlrE this Ma happened, tor , several Jeers 9'0 1 hls unpleasant orttle l sm 
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or St. f're.nkta 1n th e s.P.c. rJ&htly brctJ&ht several r etorts t.o ht s art l el e. To aee 
thlS happen egeln In our orc1 papir, Md, to aake lt ,ror se , tn th e Neuon Lee co1um, ls 
aomethtng that m st not be repeated - md tor tht s , the respons1b111 t, tor th e erro r or 
JUdgment lt es wtth the editor ot c. o. and with the Helson Lee Colum reapectt vely. 

In the 'fllb:lle or the article there are on).y halt a dozen words which Jn any way 
express admiration tor the story bJ r.dw)' Searl es Brooks. ni ts articl e ts Just, M excu.,e 
tor Roger Jenkins to pour out his dislik e or anything to oo with st. Frant•s. I am noir. 
concerned here wtth the m::erJta or otherwise or this particular s.o.L. I haft not read 
It. 1 do, however, mat strong].y protest against the whole tone and lact or good taste 
trfll ch allows tueh on article to appear In Coll ectors 1 Diges t . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -wwm TO PU!;(]tA§E: ~ Chrlstclea Nuct>ers or the NACNET. 

J, HcNAHQH, Sit ROZJFJ\ CRfflCENT, ~. ~· 

Ir: PREPARATIO!I ll<ll< 

COLLEOil'.ll!S I DIG:ST ,UINUAL FOR 1964 

Contributors ore oolrod to send in thoir matcri:ll during tho next few 
weeks. 

!i!!!I!il?' Nagneta Ne. 829, 873, 875, 882, 884, 888. S.O.L. No. 60. 

M, R, WILSON, t OQ I BROOHF1£LD RO,lD, <USC<M, "·J. 

C)Jr readerl llke to look back. ntetr opera-glMsu a.re centred on old perJodtcat s , 
but. e grep.t tf1n1 ti.lit enjey also having a gllq:,.se at the cusl~l a and tht great stars 
lltlo pl<11ed tn thee , tn the <UIY• when we "9l'e so 111.1ch youngor. 

A real pull er at the heart-si.r l ngs ... p14¥tng ce l odl ous chords on the harp ot J:Je.lllClry 
- u o. new boot juat pUlllllhed, •Red Plush and Clrenaepa1nt, • The author Is Clarkson Rose, 
a grea t DJ.Slo•hall star, but better knolln, peme.p1, to m.ny or ua t or bis tlne show 
•rwt'*le" . ,t,tch has been presented t or countl ess year s at seaside reaoru oll over t he 
land, 

From a purel7 Uter0l'7 Tte,ipolnt, the book slightly l ades balance. The wthor, In 
.sneral tuctnatlng cha,pter,, wrttea ot his boyt)ood Md how he C8Q8 to Join the theau-e , 
and It promis,u to be on aut.oblosrophy, Leter, ~ er , the m.ithor ~es the bit between 
his teeth, dropa bU au~log.repbtcal backgrouncl, ana entertatna us, In chapt er atter 
ehe)t.er, with cecortu ot 40Hns ot mate balls up and down the country Md ct t he 1tar1 
who pla:,ed their parts between the •,r s . Tbl a book 1a a •mat• tor anyone llllo l ond t.be 
J:USIO"balls MCI tlbo remi:t>era: th e naat1 of those outat.cn<tlng tolk ""° perton:ied ln thee. 
It ta a Nalth of noataJ,gla. Not a sto17 ot the Lcrldon theat.N s, •hlch we CDU.ld onl.Y 
vtatt perhapt once a 7ear, bUt ot tbe CllSle balls flhlch • tooct In the Hieb Stre ets of our 
own bcDe tc:N'll . Hl&hJ.1 reCOcaDCled rw au l'lho llke to loot. back . 

cl.aruon Rose t ell • u,, In hl a ple asant,rem:labl e at.rle , that tr ner he won the 
pool, he Jta.1ld 1111:e to bu1 a su,,IK'Cl8l'ket and tlJm It Into a J:1Jslc hall. Wbat a lOTel.Y 
Ch<Uihtl K<lf ll!!i OOUld h" Che -lineal 



Pneo 11 

DANNY'S DIARY 
~m, t erTlbl7 hot at th e star t of Ole mntll. , and all)" 8COW1t or peopl e collapsed 
rroa the heat. At school we were Allowed to uJl:t otr our tlta and our coeu , bUt t t 
wa, still very warn. · 

1'he Ciec baa Men rtn t tbl a conth. ETerJ" •tol'7 waa ebout a new bo,1 namd Tolbot, 
"1o "aa mom tn the cr tctnal W<lrld a, The t ort , •Tha to fP waa th t ti tle or the rtr st 
atory, Oual)' waa atceeud ln a lon eJy lant by a bnlt.e nacoc:I Uookcq Walk.er and his 
Cl'Cnlts , but !'al.bot CI\CI along and NIC:Uld GUM¥, 

•He wea a ,outh of abou t 0'Arc1' • 0"1 age , "' 11 dreaatd, with e dl anind pi n In hta 
tt e , Md. a cigarette bet.weal hla llpa. Kil rorc was act tn , a thl e tic; his r nc.o very 
hand.me, •Uh clear-cut rea~s end d31'1r., tlaahlng eyes.• 

Later, Talbot reacu«I t he Heed fro lil the -. accundrela. H1 tol d Dr. Hol.Dfls that 
he had t>tWl ~t trac J.ustrnlla bf bit WICJ.1, Ylbo bad J')OIIII l e ft hlti deNrted at an 
bottl. 

tr. Kol cu took an lnteNat In Talbot Did dtctciea to let Mo at aY at It. J l ml a tor 
a llhll e , thouCb, 11r, Ratlton waa e bit a1.splctou1 or hJa.. Joe ~ e Ncogntaed h•o u 
a crltl l nal bt had once knollln, cal.ltd • The Torr.• it U\e end or &.bt ,i.ory, 11r. S elby• s 
coll ect ion or cotn1 wa, -'Ol en. 

Htz:t •et , Joe 1'r8Jr')i ren own, troc achool In thl a tol")' • Kero ond Ruco1. • Talbot 
tock part t n a cricket mtch at 017n Bouae, end Hr. G17nt .s a.ate ea broken open. 

Th.n oea •fl'l e Htddm Hand' t n "11th thtre "as a robbery a t tb e Graccar School. 
Pt no.J. ato 17 ot the c:aonth -... •The Paritna ot the WeYII' tn whtch Talbot preven ted Hockey 
Walter trcm t:N8k l ng In to s t . Jh:ita. Talbot conreaNCI, n1iu.med a ll the awrt be had 
atolen, aid ll tt St. Jtc • a. It "&I a S'Olh l ~ aertu. 

Cllrlnf: U. montb • Nl"lol col.led •t. !ld t or a Tbrcna' by CUn FeM started tn t.he 
Gea, tiut 1 ~ not readln& 1 t . 

Dad am tlEI hi.Ye been Ulk t ng about l.roh:hae fnnc t a Ferd inand am hl a "''• Sophie 
"10 were U1U•tn1Wd a t BeraJevo a t the end of 1-at mont.b. He .. Cbt heir to t.be 
throne or J.u trtriungary, eo Chat cmn tr)' Dell hU troubl e wi th Stn la. TbeN ba'Ye 
betn decm1&.rat1ona tn Berlln, thoucb I can•t ... whee. bua tn e,a lt ta or tbe l N 1 tiut I 
upect tbq li te to ac.tr up troub l e. 'l'beN Ml b.-,, a •luq, on I.he ! rl tllll'I Stoel[ 
Exdllng e. • 

Doug bou&ht m The 8oya• n- tenct one daY, S'ld tl'lat ha.s a aerial called •Th.a Legl on.s 
ot the Xatsel4 t,y Jeni TreaeUJ• , au about G•fflln1' tn'Y9dtnc Ireland. There 1' a 
IIOIXI .. M n• •r ial In u. Bop• h't ene1, oelled • Tbe fn..a Deieo.t t'Y .. bJ ttlnell Scott. 
It JI all about Nel son Lee, the det ective , and ht• aa at atant , lUpper. Mel.en Lee and 
Hli,per art engaged to ator In a rtll. 1 but Chq IOOll rtnd anal U te 'J:l'ltel'T• I hop e 
to r.i to1111 are of t t . 

wcni,i::r:=~nc~he-= o&i:W .. 1:"!:.:~u: :~ :!::·:a.a~·.::~,;d 
lltltch you bear all onr the place . lt 11 a ~tl ,nc tune. 

Dur1na Jul.1 Dad had to go c.o Shertteld t.o ,.. .. rr tena . and ht took Dou& and me wtth 
hie tor a lone 'IIMk.- end, Shettt eld 1• a. loYel1 ~ wt Ch tt ne coflr'ed-top t.Nlill. Tbt 
preaent aeneral Cllnll&er ot the i..c.c. tnl:la, Hr. J..ubreJ Ll ewtllJ'n CovenC,f'1 r , 11 , _. t.be 
manager or tbl Shetrt • ld tr ees bero" he WWlt to LoQdon. • • 

Whil e we were In Shert l old tM.act. to tbt o.r-1.cktC. to •• Yorluhtr e plaY Kent. 
n... ., no Pl.11 t.111 alter lunch on th e J1oMQ', CM"tnc to re tn. ToritltlSn ..re ,oon 
out ror 101, HF"at belnc Uw onl1 bot to do 'ffl7 -.acb, and ht ~ to n ttre with an 
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tnlUNd band ror 50, Kent 
repll t d wtth 95 tor 5, Woolley 
mk tnc 41. 

w, bad t o com bcce on tha 
!'uttday , bUt Kent won tbe &I08 
with 5 wlcteta In hand. H~ 
pbrty1 or Kent -, not oot 41, 
oocS Sootl'I "as thl ttar tx.1 .. 
tor Torb.h t N • 

In t.ht crat n l had The 
Favort te Come lltl,lcb contain• a 
good Nr' l al cal.lid • The Citrl 
rn:a Oaol . • h a chal.ge , It ta 
about ., lnnoetnt a lrl 'l'lho 1oe1 
to prison. oouc had Pl uck , 
ffl l eh oontatnld a JC.01'7 eall e..1 
•Sto l tn Honour, ,• all &bout thl 
aoer war, and a •t.ol'7 lbout 
IJWJ:T, UM t lla AU' , 

'!'ht ttarcont Cor.i>MlY ,eya 
t.hat by the ena or the yeu tt 
will bt pou t ble to t..tlepbone 
trmJ Lmdoo to H• Tort. Wt 
Un In a mrnllou. ace. 

llerl.T In Ult D<lntll Ulort 
ns a tl ght a t 011'Cl>la be tween 
Wtll t e Ri tch i e or A.)erloa , the 
duQ'>ton , end f'N<ldJ Wtllh, t ht 
chB.q)lon of Sr tta tn . The f t&bt 
r:s'I 1 ta run 1 enc Cb or 20 rounr:11 , 
Md w, 1m wen co pol nu , . 

Tbt Hagnet bu bMn &ood, 
1Tba Shadow or tbe Pu tt' • • 
about l,N Bowxltt' Wbo hu N
fomld, 1 Looklnc ,n .. Uncl .. 
wu M awalng 1to17 , lb,le 
BtnJtw.lln boo deci ded to tak e 
one or hJa nephtN on a lens 
trtp wt th h ie , but Peter Todd 
d id not want to so, So Pee.er 

plQtd a ll ,ort,1 of pnr,k, cu tJncle Bm and Uncle Ben wu &lad to l ean hJa u Crqtrtrs. 

~ LUnC'• WbffMI """'an lntart1Unc ia lt. WDn l.al& wu carried...., on. a ktt4 , 
but bt a: &hOR cam bait* to ,balnt Walker . , 

tn ' NY LOrd rtlb' we oei fer UM tt rn etc. ttr . Hlraa rtati, t.he fal:ber of Platier T. 

Th• Fl ab t acl lJ' were tricked tnto bt ll n tng that they IPl!!f't connected with tbt C"l atocrac7 . 

JIJg wnt '° a,. Nlllc:nal RON Show at RegtnC'• Pd.. QJetn .Ueundf'a "811.t the ... 

det and tu> .- her . ~ tbl n• bl oom "" • .lU&1,11CU1 ff~ and •ttN.. 881"tl'aa 

Walker .• ttm arc:i-1 a l ot or. roNI tn our 1ardtl'I. • 
DoUI and ht • 11r1 tri erd , f'reda, are w ry oool to on, anothtr . She tol d Dela& 

that ~ 111 colt of her bG1 trllhd 1 1ln her upena ln pre 1tn t 1, he 0017 I liff her th e _ .. 
- • ~ - - - - - - - - -, § o·, i ( HD (n G - ~ -
ALL '1'PQI 0£ •~ W 6PW'R 9!I RR'hlRQ>I 
, u, on, '. , l f I JOR ,I N A UJL. 
MA...lllWIC ___ __ ~ §51 Teli NI, 38,:Z 
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Conducted by JOSEPIIINE PACKIIAN 
271 Archdale Road1 East IW.wich. S,E ,22, 

ROGUES WHO NEVm RETURNED By S, Gordon Swan 

"I T'S ALL very nice, merry :ind bright , guv'nor ," soys Tinker,' 
•1but I don' t lik e only half doing n job , Where' s the villa.in of the 
pieCe, 8Uv'nor? Where's John Arbour?" 

"I don' t know, my lnd, 11 Blake answers. t1 But don I t worry. The 
worl d isn ' t as wide as some poople think, am you am I have long 
memories, Tinker." 

This piece of dialogue concludes "'ihen Rogues Fo.l.l Out," (U.J. 
No, 724, dated 25,8 , 17) ru,d refers to an elderly, Raffles-type gentl&
=, one John Boydon Arbour, who resided at the 'ilrcomby, Described by 
Sidney Drew as an erect figure, with \loxed grey moustache , bis toll bnt 
ironed and shining , his frock-coat fitti ng like a glov e , his gloves 
new, his sJ:(lts snow-white, John Arbour was a cool , suave rogue of whom 
one would have l iked to hear more. 

Involved in a jewel robbery , with a double-crossing confederate , 
John Baydon Arbour lost his loot (Tinker fown the j 'ewels hidden in a 
scarecrow) but ret<dned his liberty, By the foregoing remarlcs one 
would have eXJJCc'ted him to return, like MacArthur, but unfortunately , 
the lo ng memories of Blake and Tinker did not encompass his further 
misdeeds , ' ' 

Sidney Drew also created another elderl y rogue in Claude Deember, 
whom Tinker referred to as on oi ly old bypocrite, Deember played a 
pllrl in "The Affair of the Phantom Car'' (S. B,L, 2nd Series .No, 10- dated 
31, 8, 25) , This · is an entert/11 .nipg story of a band of criminals who 
us.ad an ingenious. me.thod of transfoimng. the appearance and col our of 

·a car so that it would escape detection, Claude Deanber was one of 
the gang who managed to escape in n boat to Franco, lucki er than J ohn 
Arbour, this old soownre l 'took sane of the loot 111 th him, Blcik:e msde 
an almost identical remaric about him as he bad in reference to John 
Arbour, but Claude DeEl!lber' beoone another rogue who never returned, 

In "The Amazl.ng Affair of the Brixton lurglnryr" (U.J, No, 740, 
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15.1 2.17 ) th e vill:dn of t he story is not apparent until near ly the 
end, aro ve scarce ly have time to make hi s acqunintru>ce before he hns 
escaped . This was a crooked so licitor, of whom Bl.nke said : 

"Hawley Vyner-St eele is still nt large •• •• , And until I cross 
swords with him again I shall not rest oont entl • 

But Bl '1ke •s sword , whil e it mey have beon active enolJ8h in its 
endeavours to pink Zeni th, Reece , I\Ymer om the rest , never found the 
chink in Hawl ey Vyner-Steel e ' s amour , for the so licitor crook did not 
make a cane- back. Would he hove survived with n cumbersane name like 
that? After nll , George lbrsd en PlUlll!le r i s something of n mouthful 
to o , but he continue d ,for many Jl day . 

· Perhaps the most notabl e rogue never to r eturn , ho.,,ever , was Dr. t , 

Corla,: Ribnrt, who figur ed i n 'the "Scarab of Ament-Oba,'" (U.J. No. 
1055, 29. 12. 23) . This wss an adventure story partl y l aid inn n,gion 
of tho -world rare l y exploited in fi ction - 'the Seychelle s I sl:mds . It 
seemed thot ve were destined to hoar moro of t his dqctor with eyJll()tic 
powers , f or he achiev ed th o di s tinction of having his nmoe ·printed at 
th <J hand of the s tory as a new characte r, suggesting that there would 
be a se ries about him. But he di d not appear ag,1'111. llhnt happened 
to him , or, J)Elrllnps, what happened to his crea t or? At the concl us ion 
of the story he wrote a not e to Blake : · "You will not escape the next 
time we meet . • Tinker would have consigned it t o -the was te-pape r 
bas1cet , but Bl'1ke kept it with a vi ew to possible identification of 

th e doc tor ' s handwriting in the future , '!he opportunity never 
occurred, however. 

One woroers if any of the se characters , brought ba ck from oblivi on, 
would have survived t he years as d;l.d Pl.-er, Ke.s trel, Waldo aro the 
rest of th e br ave ga1a:i:y that iilumin,ated th e fimament of the Bl3ke 
•ll8'1• We are left vi th no answer to this query. 

SIX OF THE mST 
No, 1 John a,· Brondon' by Geoffrey Wilde 

Among th e contributors to th e S.B.L. of t he 1930 ' s none vas more 
prolific than John G. Brandon, creato r of the Hon. R. s. V, Purval e, 
'llte esta blished reputation with which he Cllllle t o the Library in JOJD.13ry 
1933 seED.S to h!lve DOen quickly confinned by the Bllllce readers , The 
successors to ·that maiden effort (No, 365 'The Surnvor ' s Secre,t ' ) . 
were published first a.t discreet intervals but l ater Vith such rapidi ty 
tll.'.l.t over fi f_ty .Brsndon,novels appeared in the SJ)!lCe of seven YJlars, ,I' 
rate of, outpi.t · thtl,t urooubtedly ;,,fleeted the ·auth ori's great •popuari 
ty, As ear ly as Jo.w;u:y1 19}6 \ wl}en the best of his worl< was in '!'Z_ 
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opinion yet to come) the Editor was able to refer to him as 'Public 
Favourite No. 1. • 

The Brandon yarns were cer t ainly smooth, profes sional performan
ces , whose almos t fatal re adabil ity could understandably lead to 
addi ction . Wholly adult in tone , their style is of the kind usually 
described es sophisticated: it favours the lo Jl8, l eisured sen ten ce 
and a studious l y polysyllabic witticism . Despite these complexities, 
the effec t is surprisingly fr ee fro m ponderousness. One is chiefly 
aware of an easy flow, urbane, indolent almost, but unmistakably the 
work of a pr ac ti sed craftsman: as anyone who has tried it will tell 
you, nothing in writ i ll8 is more difficult than tha t which reads most 
eff ortle ssly. The seemingly negligent ease with which the Brand on 
stories Wlfold conceals a very considerable narrative skill. 

Thoogh Srandon ' s relaxed and g,,nial kind of st ory- tellill8 is 
somethi ng to 11hich one still turns with unadulterated pl easure , the 
chief secret of his immense popularity lay neverth eless undoubtedly 
el sewhere - in the character of the Bon. R. S. V. Purvale, aristocrat, 
adventurer , amateur sh ip 's stoker , and champion of the underdog . 
Purvale , indeed , proved such good company thst readers endured a t 
times frankly indifferent stories simply for the joy of being with him . 
The benevolent bruiser , with Jds bent nose and his monocle, his noble 
breedi ng and depl orably plebeian p.irsui ts , is a remarkably adroit 
mixture - s glorificstion of the Common Man who r etains al l the subtle 
sppeal tha t a t taches to high cas t e. The catc h-phr as e initials are a 
crowning touch. Of such stuff legends are born . 

Mr. Purvale was one of the most engaging figures ever to grs ce 
t he psges of the S.B .L. ; whatever his implsusibili ties , there was 
something irresistibly likeable about him . Be appeared in every one 
of the Br andon sto ri es from fir st to last , and in timo the r eader be
came intimate , too, wit h a circle of rel ations and associates who all 
possessed something of the Purval e cba:no - th e Dowager Duchess of 
Faulkside ; the amiable Lord Montague Chanways; Big Bill With ers , the 
cockney cab-driver; and, of course, 'Flash ' George Wibley, Purvale 's 
omniscient valet and former cr ackaman. Readers may cs tch an echo of 
Ber tie and Jeeves in R.S.V .P. and Wibl ey, and indeed Purvale started 
out on life very much as a neo-Wodehousian figure . With time , how
ever, the excesses of his blithering line of convers ation were pruned 
away and he became a mor e fully - realised and l ess typed character. 

Some Blake connoisseurs lli.11 complain that R. S.V.P . so daoinates 
the Brandon books as to overshadow Bl ake himself. I don' t personally 
find this objection al tog,,ther valid: if the physical presence of 
Purvale looms large in the play of even t s it is alw~s thL"!".J:~ 
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of Blake tha t shapes and controls them. I t is more just , in my view, 
to complain of Brondon•s treatment of Tinker , who simply doesn 't appear 
in several of his books, Wld in others merely answers Blake I s tele phone . 
Tho fact i s that the shrewd Wibley and the adventurous Purvnle do be
tween them t end to duplica t e the Baker Street pair, and the resultant 
prob l em of characte r balance is solved at Tinker ' s expense. Br andon 
added to his own difficulty here by his inordinate fondness for Cout ts , 
to whoc ho almost invnri ably gave a prominent pert in his stories . The 
C.I. D, man admittedly i nspired some enjoyable humorous interludes , but 
most Bl ake readers , I imagine, would have wil l ingly dispensed wit h 
these to secure a stroneer share in the nnrrative for Blake ' s pcpular 
assistan t. 

J.ir. Purvale, as hie biographer constantly reminded us , was an 
internat io nal adventurer , who had ehculde r ed a dunnage-bag in every 
per t of call fran l'.aracaibo to Shanghai ; but this was a side of his 
caree r that we saw surprisingly little of . The familiar setting for 
his adventures vss the great metropclis, London itself. And J .G.B, 
cer tainly know his London. The very life · and presence of t he city is 
woven into the fab ri c of his stories . The West End square , t he mid
night tan, -t he lighted window, the watcher in the doorway - these are 
t he essenc e of Brandon, ill81"edi ents whose flavour imparts a di stinc ti ve 
individuality to his work. His intimate topcgraphical knowledge 
creates a new kind of authenticity , making of the background an actual 
participant , a new charac t er in the drama. 

I f this is an undeniable par t of his fsscination , it can reveal 
itself also as a l imitation that serves to emphasise his weaknesses. 
Brandon ' s are not de tective stories so much ss crime stories, studies 
of the metropc li tan underworl d . Their plota are often untidy, l eaving 
l oose ends , and stre tching the long arm of coincidence beyond comfort . ' 
The crimi nal s belong to organi zed gangs , while the only i dea of detec -
tion is covert observation . Suspects obligingly put in a convenient 
appearance so tha t their movements mey be followed , and an sstonis hi ng 
number of assaults and murders are actually witnessed . In consequence , 
the ro is of ten a l ack of any real sense of mystery , and , in spite of 
the author's reputation , sometimes of act i on, too. Look at No. 469, 
' The Downing Street Discovery . ' The arresting title suggests a 
startill8-pcint, the ,eyst ery fl'(llll which the narrative will unfo l d. In 
fact , no discovery is ever descri bed . The all uni on, presumably, i s t o 
an incident - certainly not ,eyst ei'ious to the reade r - that occurs 
half -way through th e bock. Look at any number of sto r ies and you will 
fi nd tha t the action consists of ·a aeries of largely fortuitous en-
C.9""t ei;-s tha t lead to the trailing of rather obvious suspects round the 
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West End of London. At times , indeed , tha t vast centre of population 
seems t o reduce itse l f to a tiny cast of familiars endl essly engaged 
in a game of shadows, The presence of the city has ultimately becane 
something cl austrophobic . 

Ho1< like a breath of clean, fresh air are those stories in which 
vo reelly see something of Purval e the roving go-getter ! The early 
part of 'The Diaoonds of Ti Ling' (SBL 591) , an exciting adventure in 
the I>.ttch East Indies, makes one wonder why on earth Brandon didn 't 
give us far more stories of this kind . The late r episodes in London 
are the core effective because for once they provide a contrast, and 
a hint of the supernatura l in the working-out of the plot helpe to set 
this book apart - m:cellen t adul t entertainment , something afte r the 
Sapper tradition. Its successor , SBL 595, 'The Kelbourne Mystery , ' 
is another deli ghtful. tale , in which Brando" displays an admirably 
light touch. The construction is unusually lucid ; the dialogue 
sparkles throughout; the plot follows a inost convincing false tr ail 
which proves of absorbing interest in itself as well as permitting 
surprise developnents later ; · and the Australian background adds to 
the fascinstion of one of JGB' s very best yarns. 

Brandon in this l ucid vein was a dazzling entertaine r of tonic 
quality; unhappily , it was the first thing to desert him in his pot
boilers, Over the years, though, he maintained a consistency of 
standard remarkable in so large an output , and it is r i&ht , too , that 
we should pa.y tribute to the ranee and variety his work displayed. 
Apart fran the various backgrounds that are knowledgeably employed -
seafaring, bonng, flying , and the the atre are just a few - his stories 
embrace most of the themes known to the literature of crime - t he 
straight vhodunnit , the espionage thrille r, the treasure-bunt , the 
impossibl e crime , and so on, with every fonn of attendant l arceny fran 
murder and international dope-peddling downwards. 

"A real tv1rfisted he-man adventure:• so the blurbs used to run. 
'llDl'o is at ti.mes a r elish for violence in the Brandon books that may 
seem to presage a more recent and sadistic literary trend . Canpare a 
Purvale rough-house with the codern product , however, and you will see 
the difference . There is a heal thy-mindedness in the former t hat is 
quite unmistakable. Here is no calculated excitation, no morbi d 
illlnersion in the ra w detail of pain , but rather a simple - almost an 
old- fashioned - beli ef in f i ghting tho good fight cheerf ul ly and 
courageously , and a rejoicing in physical strength cl eanly used . For 
all his sophistication of manner, there is a res ili ance, an optimistic 
g,,sto and life-assertion in Brandon that leaves an abid~ impression 
of P!'rsonality when othe r stories are forll!?tten. Like bis·~ -



SEXTON BLAKE - UNION JACK - OFFICIAL INFORKATIOll 
~· By 'ti. 0 . G. Lofts 

ffl& ~~;°:0/r.'r.'Jones ls certa lnl.)' not a new one to appear as having written 
sexton Blake . Indeed , llMi' 1eara ago he "88 rel'ealed {un:ier his oore t actl l31" pen
naa.te o r Ambrose Earle) u having written a solltarySexton Blake Library 1.st aer i es No. 
345. I can now oonrtm that th i s author lll"Ote at Ienst rtve Unton Jack storteSl No. 
349 . The Great Rutitier S)'ndlcat e , 18,6 . 1910. No, 371. ni.e Orea t Stores H:,stery, 
19,11,1910. 365, 'lti e Father of the Chapel, 25,2. 1911, 411, Suton Blake1a Holtda,J 
case , 26. 8.1911. aoo 457 the Caae or the OJ..Yq,le ChEqitoo, 13, 7, 1912, 

What ts real.1¥ eo remrkab l e 3bout thla author Is that ar ter Ule early days ot 
wr1ttng and editing The Viol et Hogu tn e, he auddoo].y went t otallf bli nd - a con tragic 
hand i cap tor ellY aitho r to undergo - 7et still oonttnued wrl t ing tn a sena:e - Jllhen hts 
daugMer typed the stor i es , He had a coat extraordinary oeUlod. or wrt ting theo under 
th i s greDt dlsadYentag e , OJ he had t o plot the tale - a ll ot ti ng so CllJlY hlndNd ftOrds 
ror each sttuatton er Incident, which was quu.o 1:'.6thcnatl cal - cons equentl.)t the tales 
were etttctent, and passab l e tn these ctrcumtances. 

Apart rr-oo these tew Sexto n Blnke tales he hod a prol1tlc output tor the gtr l s 
papers .. wrl t l ng under the naoe or Enid t or l e ... and au the glr l gut de tales 1n Ule 
SOIOOLCIR18 <MN Wlder th e nace or 'Hildred Gordont. 

As al r &mY centtoned he wrote aa •Acbrose tarle t tor the boys paper s ... plus anothe r 
not so rn.r known 'GeotfreY Gordon1 ..titlSt I have t>een told that he was a great lover or 
Charlts Hootlton ' 1 rarioua schools. 

NPrnijJ,Jn'~~~/~\ ,en-nane or w. J. Baytleld' .. so ,ro t e the lat.e Herbert 
Leckeri>y Jn an early Dtecst Jnr.ual. · But alas , where our rorner eattor got 
ht s tntormtton rroc wtll never be now lmOl'fl - exc.ept to soy that not on1Y ,as tt in
correct bUt the wt.hors by ortic.181 record s were two di s tinct tndlvtdu als. 

An earU, Issue or the BOYS FRIEND however gives a bi g t an-r ere to the tlrst story 
bf Gorden esrr - ood l a ter th i s autoor soem to htn'e been a oet'tler or the Arllllgacated 
Presa staff - aa he did edltor t nJ. ff<lrk on th e Union Jock , CJ'ld nay have been a sub-editor . 
Union Jack Sexton Blake stories that he ,rrote ,rere as foll ows: 

247. Bmll<rupt. 4.7. 1900. 
z,s. The NM Hunt. 6.2 .1 90, . 
29.}. Oregory Sanderson•s w111. 22.5 . 190}. 

Convi cts md prism t heoea ,rere a great favour ite or his, Md he wrote In BOTS f'RIDI> 
LIBAARY (1st Serles) a thrtlllng st<ir;y or a convict escape troo prtson, 'lfltch , In the 
-words or Walter Webb, waa t a cost uce ll ent and well written story ., 

~: Voluce coni.atnlng the following 81' s (all baJnd wi thout covers) • The 

£cateur Rogue,• •Baggy Tric:bl e' s Reroro ,• •Japers or st. J IC1' s,• •rouow Uncle Jaries, • 
•fhe Rootwood Baning-In,• •Tee.Ing the Bul.11,' 'COC'Cl ond cara van, • •ni. e Scallywag or 
the Third,• 1 The Bo1 Without a N81ile' (th e l a t t er the Tatters aer i es), •The Coclal•Y 

Schoolboy.• E.}. 10,. o. pl.U, posta£e.. s. a. e., rtrat, pl ease. 

~ · EICil.BI<R HCUIE, ~· e!J:2!!· 
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IX) YOU IIDiOOlER? By Roger M, Jenkins 

Noj ·50 - llllgnet No, 357 - "'!'he Return of the Prodignl" 
Double numbers continue to exercise a peculiar cham and fnscina

tion which is often entirely unconnected vi th the merits of the story 
it self , As a Club Librarian, I have ample proof of this from all 
11'.ims of borrowers, fr.om .the modest enquirer _who. requests a double =
ber if one is avail abl e, to the superb optimist who writes to me out 
of the blue a veek before Christmas and suggests I sem him a dozen 
assorted double numbers by_ r eturn ,of post , This. unromi tting dE!llBild 
for the . enlarged edi hons of old., no matter vhat the .quali ~y of the 
story, is surely a tribute to tho sty le of p,:esentahon tliat .made such 
an impact in those far-off days, · 

The double number was nearly always resplendent in a coloured . 
cover , the picture often bearing no relation to the story , The Christ 
mes double number of the Magnet for 1914 has an illustration by P, J, 
Hayward of an ol d warri or showing a battle sword to his gramchildrol/• 
Inside the cover are .advertisSDents carefully explaining how patriotic 
it vould be to Jlll'Chase such things as pistols, rifl es , Christmas 
cards, am ' brooches, In the middle is a four-pog e'.supplemen.t con~ 
tuining, st~ely enough, "Tom Me~'s Weekly, • . . : . . 

Of cou;,,e, it is the _(lreyfriffl1 st~ry its elf tl:"t r ,plly m:itters , 
Th.e prod.igal was Percy Locke, the Head's nephew, who had left in dis 
grnce some years ago, and in this story there . are two nev~rs 1140-
knov one another and who are both.mysterious in various va,ys, im,e being 
a temporary Remove ll)BSter, and tpe . other being the Head' s ' guest ,. The 
story is vell -kni t 1 but th~ absence of .selisoll!ible gaiety seams to ~ast 
a chilling shadow over the narrative, There is certainly some snow.at 
the beginning, an\! Mr, ~elch ~c,cidentally strw on !l slide and canes 
to grief , , but thes e two l tems are all tlu!t mark out the story as a 
Christml.s. number, Perhaps it va:. .the ~r t '"7t !as exerting su?h a 
feeling of gloom, but at any rate most of the events were distinctly 
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unseasonable, with Percy Locke being found intoxicated and stagge ring 
i n Frtardal e Lane, and Dr. Locke weeping for shame and sorrow in his 

smdy . . 
1lle war was not re f err ed to in the story ( though the villain 

r edeemed himself by volunte ering for the Sl'!Qy at the end), but C. H. 
Chapnan made up f or this by providing some pictures of our gallan t 
army in battle. From th e coll ect or ' s point of view, however , the 
most intere st i ng aspect ie the mat ch with Rookwood, whose team was 
captained by the lackadaisical Sieythe. As t ho Rookwood sto ri es had 
not yet commenced in the Boys' Frierxi, 1 t seems t hat Char les Hamil ton 
was providing .a li,ttl e advance publicity in the pages of th e Magnet. 

Thero is one point , nevert hel ess , that cont i nues t o puzzle me. 
How on earth did Bob Cherry manage to cycl e from Greyfrtars to Rook
wood arxi back one wint er 's afternoon? 

BROWN STUDY Jly S. Perr;y 

It seems t hat Charl es Hamilton ra th er dioliked the name of Gerald 
_ perhaJ:6 "dis lik ed" is t he wrong word, but it seems that most of his 
shady chare ct ers have that Christ ian nsme - Knox, Loder, Crooke, Cutts 
and wml.ey-1.umley, No doubt othe r read ers have noti ced thi s , but " so 
far I have not seen it commented on. 

I have j ust f ini shed reading the ' "Bob Cherry Swot" series in the 
Magnet and would l ike to comment on th e football team, It soans t hat 
Nugent was a r_egular member of the forward li ne , but in se veral •otb er 
~to ties he sel dom made th e grade , - Pl ease don• t think for one moment 

• that I am trying to find "'¥ f ault w1 th Charles Hamil t on - but thes e 
are the thi ngs that int erest me. l!y reguia r team for St . Jim' s bad 
always been: WINN, FIGCI IIS and KERR backs ; REDFERN", NOBLE, LOWTHER, 
Half backs ; TALBOT, I,EVISON, ~' BLAKE and D'ARCY, forwards; with 
CLIVE arxi CARDEii as first reserves. It seaned always to remain that 

·way, but ·I could never get a ri,gu].ar Greyfriars Team - <St"! Jim ' s could 
al ways ' beat them anyway II - The goalkeepe r was al ways Geor ge M 
strdd e, res erv e &,zeldene , and ~ th o"4'ht that Field was t he regula r 
cent re half , but at t imes he was the 'goalkeepe r. I nside forwards • 
never · seemed to be the same ' al though my regul nr wi ngers were . always 
Inky on the one· sid e and Vemon Smith on th e ot her , In the s tot'y I 
mentioned Donald"OgilV: was th~ . l eft-wi"'ler . · · 

As one get s older taste seems to change, eien in t he s!lfte books 
that ono rend when yoU!)g. My favour ite school ' was St, Jim's, and at 
that ' ti.Illa 1 w_ould have ' been disappoint e_d to know that Greyfriars . and 

------------------ -----·-- ·-.. ---
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Rookwood vero vrt tton by the some author , I think perhsps tho 

illustrations wore a l ot to do with it . The boys of St . Jim ' s seECDed 

to be so much better th:ln the boys of Creyfriars . I a.lva,ys looked on 

Harry Vharton ss a "svllllk pot• - I think even Fronk Richards thou8'>t 

of him ss a little that voy. Ho mode Harol d Skinner COlllllent on it 

several t!Jaes and to me it did riil8 rother tru e! On rending these 

tales at a grunter a;io , I seem to pref er Creyfriars - they are a litUe 

more adul t I The somo with othor magazines. I/hen young I could not 

stand "Chums" but now I think it wonderful ad one of the best books 

ever for boys . So, really I don• t think ve can say what the modem 

youngster would roolly like to rend, It ,cannot be nl l the fault of 

tho piblish ers , because after all thay ""' out io mnko money. 

'lbo "Rover <Wei 'iizord" seo:is to be the bes t of tho weakly reading 

books nov and it even has t o publish reprints ! 

lm'S BB COh'rROVr21SIAL 

!l.9..t....TI, FIF'l'Y YEARS OF "THE TOFF" 

The extract which we publish thi s month from Doney' s Diary reminds 

us tint euc tly ftfty years havo gone by since ~d Talbot , tho 

Toff, was introduced to the Jl'l66S of tl)e Com. 

When Talbot arrivod, th e Colden Ago of the Gem had really passed . 

Soon the llllgnet """ to forge ahead of the . Com. 
Up till this time , all tho evidence points to the Gem having beon 

a more popular paper than the Mnenet, and I, persoMlly , have !)ever hsd 

aey doubt that it vss . In 1912 the reprinting of the early St. Jim ' s 

stories had started in the Penn,y Popular. .lport from a brief and 

unherolded serialisation of tho first two Mnennt tal es , Creyfrinrs did 

not arrive in th o Penn,y Pop till 1917 , 
.l number of long C0111plete stories of St . Jim ' s had appearod in 

the Boys ' Fri end Jd Librl\I'Y, There had boon none of Creyfriars . Even 

as lato aa Septa.bar 1914 a new long complete St . Jim ' s story :ippearod 

in the Boys' Friend Library , 
In early 1914 Frank Richards had been gi ven a second s tring to his 

bov vhon Chuckles came out vi th a series undet; his nomo, ~t this va.s 

a series about Courtfiald Council School , even thOU6h sa,e Creyfriars 

characters feotuNd in them. '!bey were indifferent items , and , from 

the fact that thay were never to be republi~hed , it seems doubtful 

whether thay oame fl'OIII the pen of the genuine Frank . 

By the end of 1914 the swing to Creyfriars had started , fo r early 

in 191,5 appeared tl)o firs t Croyfriars B,F,L., "The Boy Without a N0111e, " 
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That year , the early Magnet stories vere reprinted in tho llre,,dnOU,!llt, 
By 1917, Greytri ars arrived vith a fanfare in the Penny Po!"lar, 

So, quite cl early, by the end of 1914 St , Jim's was slipping nnd 
Greyfriars was creeping eheod. It is diffioul t not to decide that 
the s lipping and the glut of Toff stories were r oloted, 

It would be i dl e to suggest that the actual arrival of the Toff 
had aeything to do with it, !lost r eaders muat have delight ed in that 
first Ta l bot series, exac tl y fifty years ago, Slightly sombre and 
lacking li ght r eli ef , th e series was oovertheless well writ t en , with 
fin e moments of pathos and drama, At tho end of that firs t series 
llartin Clifford wrot e , "Talbot vas not soen ag:,in at St , Jim' s ,• 

Tho keen stu dent of the Gem can hardly fail to see that if those 
,rords had been aceure te, it would have been better for the paper , 
Had Talbot "not boon seen aeain at St, Jim' s, " that first se rie s would 
h:lvo shone for over like 11 boaoon in Gm history . 

fut a few weeks later Tal bot returned in a second series , Even 
this would not ru,ve m.'.lttered, althOU,!ll, as Roger Jenkins has truly 
observed, a characte r who bll9 a specia l po.rt to plcy in oM se ries has 
often outlived his usefulness when he is roint rod.ucod. 

The second series, in this case , was excellent, ond hod Talbot, 
after he won tho King' s pardon , been allowed to settle down as a nomal 
m ... ber of tile St, Jim's cast, he would havo been entirely worth-whil e , 

fut that was not to be, Talbot series followed Talbot series, 
Talbot vns joiMd by two mor e characters , Ilario Rivers and the Pro
fessor . 'nleso two were fin e character studies in small doses . Gem 
readers were given t han in l arge doses , iii th the Marie Rivers stories 
the Gem, in fac t, rev erted to some extent to a type of tal e which had 
featured occasionally in the early Magnet and which had boon abandoned 
in the IID6not by 1914, 

Unfortunately all the Talbot stories harped on th e same theme -
the shady past of the school boy ox-eracksmlm, llartin Clifford wrote 
a large number of them, Then the substitute writers rehashed the 
S<llle th ... e in talcs stieky with sentimentality , 

By and large, Charl es Hamilt on' s best work had gone i nto the c ... 
up t il l the cm of 1914, fut, though both St , Jim's and Groyfriars 
3llpped for a few years after 1914, the Gem still carried the cre!lll! 
of the writer's pen until 1916. The llagnet carried nothing outstand 
ing between 1914 and 1917, It was not until 1917, with th e "Judge 
Jeffries" series , and the a rri val of Redwing with tho consequent run 
of stunning stories concerning the Boumer and Redving, that the cream 
was see n to have pcssod frait the Gem to the llagnct, Why, then, is 
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the .swing to Greyfriars e:, ay from St . Jim's , so far as readers ' tas t e 
was concerned , evident by th e end of 1914? 

I suggest too t it was due to n shortcoming i n the Gem, and not to 
any new quality in the !!ngnet. Combined with t he glu t of Talbo t 
stori es - too much heavy mat eria1 was out of pl!lee in the Gem, especi 
al ly when it was repetitiv e - thore were maey othor subtle <:h:lnges 
which swung the limelight toe much away fran the well -tri ed, wel l-l oved 
fo11DCr l eading characters. 

Talbot , as a nomal St . Jim ' s junior, ..,.. a chara c t er wi th enor 
mous possibilities . The author never exploited thos e possibilities. 

Was it edito ri al s tupidity or autho r' s stupidity? Probabl y the 
former, thou8h the author wrote at l eas t two post-var s t ories r ehash 
i ng tho old weary theme of Tal bot ' s J)'lst . In th.:l wint er of his li f e , 
Ch:irl es Hamilt on coul d never be both ere d vi th 3'\Ything but th e old 
thanes . 

So much could hllvo been dono with Talbot°. So littl e , compara
t iv ely , .!!!!!!. d000:-

lle loved him just t ho samo, Solut e th e Toff . 

!lo. 
OONT!lOVERSIA.L ECHOES 

74 NO, SIR! (Further co111Dcnt s on th e t opi c , ) 
~: Burel)' when Lesl i e Rowl ey ruahea to hta collec t ion , and ls prepared to . 
cas t to the tour wi nds one or his tr eu1.ru at d'le cere hi nt ot the dread word , Slb ,' 
he takes tb l.s hobby or ours too ser lousl.y. 

It ta ltk e the J.rt Collecto r woo ~ows wi th prid e his l at.est t lrxl: to hta tr t enda 
on17 to cu t tt Into the dustb in oo It bt l ng pr OYed a take. fbe mn coll ee \.ed pnattge 
not pl easure . tr a pi cture pl ease.s you It .cianers not one Jot Whether t t caDe trom 
Woolr1orth•a or Christi e' s: so be It with N1&T1ets. How can one IUddenly change froCI 
affect i on to dl sta.ste overni ght? I r thb ls ao then one onl.1 coll ecu to fla tter an 
ego, oot because these boCU gin you a pl euM t nostalgia ror your 7outh ("1lch aurely, 
Is the reaS-On ror ccll ec tt ng thes e Ol d Boys Boou?). 

Untorttma tei, th i s sort or th inki ng .seem to be on the tncreaae In our co ll ect l n& 
world. St ill, having got that orr av chest , t will now board up Cf' windows and wai t 
fer the Brickbats to be thro'llll trca the Ranks er Hatd.lt oota. Whil st I , tucked In tbe 
aarec., or those same lhut t ers , settle dOCI to read ct' f1.3&neta and ctrea.c er IV rwth. 
Sub copi es lneluded l 

lJ.URl E SUJ19H: Lest any reader &boul d be undul1 Infl uenced by Blll Lott a• lcc,r"eNJYe 

~~~:n:e~t!: ~~ ::r: ~ 0!,,~ ~~~~Fffl1FJ'!r:'1toa~uru: !u~~t~ 
or these • ortl clat recoros, • 

l..lao readers Cl81' recall an occas ion la.at year t!IIWn I was able to deconstrc te that 
tour stor ies which Bill attr i buted to three d lrt enn t authors wen:, In tact , the "M>rt. 
or one peraon, Following this disc l osure another coll ecto r 111rOt e doubting som othe r 
ot Bill Lot ts' authors, Furtheroort , l e t ce rerer re!lders to an artic l e C l ch appeared 
In the 1951 c.o. AIVIW. ( • tns tde Fleetwo,y H~se'), In 'llblch Toa Hopperton quote s a l etter 
rroc Stanle.z 1,u1tln on the 3ue,t ton or atorlea wrltttn by that proll rtc.. ~tbor . 
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Alileni the stories Hr. Auattn ffl'Ote he U sta the •Nor folk Brood.all coupl et In the oe1:1. 
As these were the onlJ sto ri es on this thece, the Wt.ho.ts •oluntary statee>ent Cllat be 
eccepted as re li able - nevertheless Blll Lotts' •ortlclnl records- gtve the authcr or 
these yama aa F'ronets Warwtck. 

One final polnt - I bave recentlJ' read Ceas 638 and 6'9 (•Talbot's Stole n Sto~ 
Sld sequel) lllhtch Btll ltata as the wortc. or o . R. B&af(O'S. Well, 1C anyth i ng t., one 
bmdred per cent eert.atn, It ls that these stortes were 111rttten, not by 8anJ1a,ys, but by 
J . N. Penr..elow ( the ea.st est to ldenttty or all the sub-c'tt era}. 

~: I reel the.t Laurie But.ton has tried t o break the butte rtt.y on the 'llheel. 
Unless one pos.sesses the psttrular 11agnet centloned, •Billy Bunter •a Bargain ,• tt ts 
qulte t q,ossib l t to ehect "1.at Laurie calls hi s U st or Wl-ffao llton-llke expresalons. 
Froc a quick glan ce through , holtel'er, bis 1 eTldence- or sub-writing ts pr etty thin and 
certainly w::>ulCI not convince ce tbat t.he atory "as not genuine C. H. 

~: 1 811.ly Bun~'' Bargain• was r1tt.en ln a per10CI of acu t e tnternattooal 
tens i on , llltllch took tts (1.lota ot stress fro m every adult throughout th e lend. In re
read i ng, recentlY, th e story: 1 Condeooed Without Evtdeneell of t he previous cionth, lt 
seeced to C111 that the ,rftlng tn Ule earlier part was not quite ao ettortleu and 
ent."lls l astlc as usual, mld I wondered whether perchonce tt had a.ctual1¥ been pre pared 
tllr-lng th e tlrst week or the wsr, wlth anxiety tn th e wthor • s Cl.Ind th.:!.t he kept tn the 
background but was bound to intrude to soce extent . Who knOIIIS bl.It that ' 8111.y Bunter' a 
Bcrga tn• was not proclleod dm'lng the very week when c. K. l el'l'Tled that • The Ged' waa to cease at the end or the .year? It so, he could well have pr«!Ueed a Ym'Tl N\lcl'l., though 
auperb]y written, was affected by that and news to the o.xtent t.hot , 25 yenrs l at er , 

doUbt~;,.';a'!;~s!fs ~~m~~e~~~;c.t or outside influences DJst pley it s par t 
In MY assessnent or the gemtne style. And tt ts ecq,let.e:ly ignored tn Laurie 
Sutton's provocat i ve article. 

~rm itn'l~! S s:.!~.~:~ ~~l:.e~7 "~ ;::':1:~t:t.:i]y~hen the st.cry 
I have reed thlS a:tor)' CXlre thall once and nner doubt ed that tt •• a genuine 

Ht0 1lton atot7. I still U\lnk lt ts. Ir Nr. Sutton has to go to all that troub l e to 
rtnd n subs tt tuta tale Ulen It r:wit be a genu ine one. t don• t U!.tnk then -.es a 
3Ubstttute auth or as good aa t1r. Sutton suggests. 

lt other people foll ow ttr. Sutton •a: lead • will tlnd thu Charles Hamilton Ja"Ote 
less 1r.ortea of the fat:Wa school• than the substitute lll"lt4rs, and tn the end maybe 
Uiat he didn't IIT'lte any and that sot1a other person wrote then. Shade s ot Shakeape81"e 
and Bacon. 

KARRY MC§fER: Tbe story wh.1::ti. ttr. Sutton puts forward ns the •1aat• Magnet sub 
StoI'7 4Ppe.ars to ID8 as a •el'7, very typical Frank Richards yarn. The pl ot has eYer.f"" 
thing r.R. 1'0Uld proouc e. ls Mr. Button trying to any Prmk Rtcharda never repeated 
hlmeln I would 181, 111.thout 811,Y reflection on the BUthor, that Charles Hamilton 
could beat any author or our tine In that direction, but he had a gentua tor r!llking the 
N"'ha5l1 very palatabl e , Md no one CSNd, nen It they noticed 1 t . 

Dettnttel.Y •81117 Bunter's BarplrJII: 11 not a aubatltute atorr. It tt ta, any or 
the ttagnets oould be a aub StcI'7 - t ffn No. 1 • 

~ttfRfir8' ~e~ ::~ ;::! • ~t~t!'m~ib .. :
8!~17weun.!:~8::8:!: •s 

aitrlclent to cake me deToted to Cireytrlara for ever . 

BERNARD Pfl{t£: Ic.l tatton or not, I enJoYed that atol")" tccenae].y, and that t s me 
ohlet thine. But l thtnk lt 1 a gemlne HecU ton all rtght. ------·----



COO OF !IAMlLTONIA No, 9 (Nov seri es) 

Arthur J.ueu.,tus maint:uned a sto ny silonce , 
Oxford bad been left behind, and all through tho voyage sinco 

th:lt unfortunnte incident truit had s tart od vi th the "distant spire s 
and o.ntiquo towors , " Arthur Augustus hnd lllllintllined o.n impcnetrnbl o 
reserve. 

Perh.'.lps it hnd been a reli ef not to drow upon his stores of 
knovled8e , while Oxford was at hand , But n:.w Tan Merry & Co. fel t 
that it had gone far enou811; and thoy sought to persuad e Arthur 
J.ueu.,tus off hi s dignity, and th ey did not SJXlre the •soft sawder . " 
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But sof t sav der failed of its effect . Arthur AU81JStus was not 
to be drown. 

"l don't see hov we 're t o choose a sui tab l e camp it Gussy doosn •t 
help us," rooiarkcd Monty Lowther , 

Unfortunnt ely, Lowther vink ed a t M.:umers as be made th!lt rfllllllrl<, 
and Arthur Augustus spott ed t he wink , Lovthcr ' s words might hnvo 
softened him, but the llink bad qui to the opposi t o effect . Arthur 
Augustus r eo.J.ised with grea t cl earness that his nobl e l eg vas being 
p.,J.led, and , like Phnroah of ol d, ho hnrdonod hi s honr t. 

E. V, M, M, 

A nev, monthly crime fic ti on m:i&AZine Ifill be appearing shortly , 
and Ifill f eature the wrrcnt work of severnl of th e ex-SBL auth ors , 

The magnzine is 800..R VALLaCE MYSTOO MAGAZINE and tho firs t 
lllllllbor vill bo on sale 15t h July . I t will have 128 pages , a Ml -
colour cover , and Ifill sell a t 2s , 6d, 

Among the authors who vill bo cont ri buting novel e tt es and e tori es 
to the new JUblication are Martin 'l'homns, Rex Doljilin , Arthur Kent , 
James Stag'! , V, J , B.1nSon, Rex llnrdinge , J . T, Long (Valte r Tyror), and 
Jacques Pendover (T, c. H, Jacobs) , 

'l'he first number will include material by Martin 'l'homas and Arthur 
Kent, and a vi ntoge if~ce novel e tt e enti tl ed "The Ghost of Dovn Bill , " 
Copies of this stocy , which originally appear;,cl in n Readers ' Librnry 
edition , are very r are and our typescript vaa prepnred from microfilm 
of tho volume i n 'l'he British Museum. This is n must for lovers of 
the traditi onal - sty l o Bri tish thriller , 

'!he c l osure of SEXTON l!L.lKE LlBRARr l ast yo:ir , left a gap for 
both authors and readers vhich hns yst to be fil l ed satisfactori ly, 
lie hope EilMM will help tovarda thi s. 
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Meeting hol d 26th May, 1964. 
Ton members were pre sent to e l ect offi cers for th e coming year , 

have the various reports and trans act the routin e busi ness connected 
with the A.G.M. Tbere wns no ch11J1ge in th e pos it i ons of Secr e t ary, 
Trensurer and Librarian (myself), Norman Gregory nrrl Tom Port or having 
no opposition (as usual) , Everyone s eemed sa ti sfied . There were 
th e usual thanks for past servic es but no offers to t:,Jce over , s o th a t 
wns tha.t . The choice of Cho.inn.an seemed unanimous likewi se and it 
was with pop.,.lar as s ent t ha t Tom Port er took over for 1964/5, Nonnan 
as per rul e , holds t he vice-chairmanship . The Tr easur er' s r eport 
showed a decreas e 1n profit and again Nonnan empiasi sed th e ur gent 
need for more members arrl more subscriptions . The Library r eport was 
a good one, however , A very small incre ase in funds but th e s tock of 
00 Magnets hnd ri se n to 170 , The~e a t th e pr ese nt mar ke t price gave 
the club an asse t which m.:ide up for the ra th er di sappointing st a t e of 
finance shown by th e Troasurer' s repor t . That part of the busine s s 
being settled wo finnli s ed on the nrrongements for th e Ches t erfi el d 
re-union now fixed for Sunday, 21st June . There wns not tim e for 
much of th o usual routin e . The Anniversary Humber brought along by 
Tom wns Nelson Lee Library (o.s.) No. 416. '!be Schoolboy Minstre l s . 
Tbis was exactly 41 yoars today (as Tom s aid) . The Coll ectors It em 
wns a very ear ly Boys Fri end Library, The 3rd s eri es No. 30 enti tled 
"Tom Morry & Co." The first BFL. written by Charl es Hamil ton (as 
Martin Clifford), dat e 1st November, 19C7. · After r efreshm ents th ere 
was a discussion ini tinted by Tod lbvey "Did th o Magnet decli ne a.nd 
fall ? 11 Ted has se en thi s question debated several tim es and his 
opinion wns - No. He gave his rellSons and invi t ad cements . No 
finn deci s ion was arrived a t but there were mnny interesting poin ts of 
vi ew ?It forward on th e matte r, The raffl e was won by Ted Davy. 

HARRY BROSTER Sec . 

-·---·-------------·-··---·-- ·-- - --
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NORTHERN 

Meeting , Saturda y, 13th Juno , 1964, 
Holidays "8'1in l e ft t heir mark on the att endance for our June 

meeti ng, several regul ars being absent, but even so we had a good 
attendanc o for our llodchouao programo , As chainnan Geoffrey llild e 
pointed out, 1 P.G. 1 is due to be int ervi ewed on B.B,C, Tel evisio n by 
Mnl.colm Muggeri dge in a few days ' time , which, in vie w of tho fine 
school stori es ho penned i n hi s early days, shoul d be full of int eres t 
t o O,B, B,C, ent husias t s , 

Formal business having beon dea lt with, Gerry Alli son gave us 
tho corr espondence of tho month, which was of t he usual varied and 
in t eres t ing character , and includ ed tho usual tri but es to the postal 
lib ro ry faciliti es from members who liv e t oo fur away to a t t end t he 
meetings. 

Gerry then pl ayed a t ape re cording of ' P,G, ' being inte rview ed by 
Alas taire Cooke of th e B,B, C,, and i t was int er es t ing to not e tm t, 
lik e Frank Richards , hi s voi ce sounded remarkably youthful , with no 
t race of on .Amcric.nn accent , Then we hn.d a. talk , by Gerry hims elf, 
on tho Wodehouse school sto ri es , and how he began t o write th em in hi s 
early days , and Gerry follow ed this by reading one of t hem, 'The Last 
Pl ace ,' f rom The Capt ain , crick et being the th eme, 

Refre shment s follow ed, and th e next iten W:19 a competition 
devised by Gerry, which consisted of a pi ece of pros e with thi r ty 
p:,.ssages omit ted, th ese passages being titl es of P,G, 's s t ories , of 
which more than seventy were print ed on th e other s id e of th e paper ! 
Fitting then in to make sens e was q\li t e an exacting t ask, but very 
int ere st ing, Geoff , was th e winner, severa l of us being s tumped for 
the last two or three title s , 

Then fo ll owed a reading by Geoff, of a Jeeves sto ry , 1 The Ordeal 
of Young Tuppy,' which brought thi s most i nteresting and unusucu 
meet ing to an erd., 

Next meet~, Saturdey, 11th Jul y , 
F. HANCOCK, Hon, Sec. 

MOOEYSIDE 

Meeting held June 7th , 
Tho a tt endance a t this meeting was a little below JXlr, but I 

suppose we can expect this sort of thing during th e summer months , 
Ve were pl eased to receiv e another t ape from David Hobbs, He 

se EDs to be rather concerned les t we should feel EDbarrassed and p,t 
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out by m.1..king reco rdings of part s of our meeti ngs . I can as sure 
D:ivid thnt ve enj oy th e experi ence , Aeything which int roducos a new 
i nteres t to our mootings is always ·welcome and corr espoOOcnce by t ape 
s eems to be such a good id e,i t h'1t othe r clu bs mi8ht well follow the 
oX!l4pl e s e t by Morscysid o, I think I om r igh t i n saying tm t we 
wore tho firs t in the field when wo mdo a to.pe f or our friends i n 
Austr:1l i a somo yenrs ago. 

If th e att endance Justi f ies i t, vo TNJ/f record sane of our next 
mee ting , 

To r evert to p.irel y domostic matters we rece iv ed a l et t er n.nd o 
quiz from Frank Case which I was fo rtumto enough t o win with Bill 
Gal l ey second , Frank may bo ono of our "absent fri ends " but he always 
se<JllS to be with u3, No= Prognell th en g,ivo a reading from a 
Nelson Loo which he sn i d s erved to illustroto tho a dult a pproach E,S,B, 
made in writi ng sane of his detective otori os , which Sll&'OSto th a t he 
may a t t ha t tim e h'1ve been tiring of wri t ing sch ool boy ylll'?lS, 

The next meet ing is July 12t h when we hope to h:lvo on improved 
a.ttendrulce . 

BILL llIIIIOOR 

AUSTRALIA 

A good a tt endance , with evoryono in o.n onth us i a.stic mood, se t t he 
stago for an enjoyab l e meeting on Thursday , Jun o 11th , ctt the Book 
Bargain Bazear , Sydney , 

Chai= Syd Smyth openod tho evoning ' o pro ceedi ngs at 6,1 5 p ,m, 
and t hrew the meeting open for general discussion by i nviting the 
secreta ry to read the correspoDience. 

An it em in this month ' s C,D, deal i ng with "Raffl es" .:ind his cre a tor 
E, Hornung sperked off another i nteresting discuosion concerning t ho 
authors of the ear ly 1900' s , '!he origin of thi s famous or inf amous 
ch.., rocte r (according to one's poi nt of view), his take-over by writ er 
Barry Perowno who f eatured him ina- sot ting and t hen r everted to 
th o original hans<JD ca b era , led up to the question of whether the 
".Ams.tour Crac.ksman" was a dosi robl e chcract er or a completoly unscrup..i
l ous typo , General opini on favoured th e latt er poin t of vi ew up on 
analy si s, which of course , i s controcy to th e poJUlar image of this 
charac t e r nowadays, Fran this point the discussion broad ened out to 
i ncl ude other famous vri ters of this period including H, Rider llagg3 nl, 
John Bucho.n, Arnol d Bennet t, E. Horcourt :&lrrnge, Chtlrloa &:m!ott and 
Si r Arthur Conan Doyle with members deciding thst in th e field of 
adventure , their vri tings h!ld stood the tes t of time bett er than their 



romances or novels - these odvent ure s torie s h.>ve o timeless qUllli ty 
about them which insure thei r plllco in modern r eading tastes . 

A pleasan t little int erlude with another old fri em of this ero 

m!lde QJl hil arious ending to the meeting when St<in Nicholls produced a 

copy of "The Lorn on Hys t ery Mogazine. " In this Roy llilli s h:ls writ ten 

n delicious li ttlo "s end- up" of th o Holmes-llot son rel ntionabip cal led 

"Tho Truth at Last . " Rood by Bette Pa t e and Victor Colby when the 

former reader wns overcome by hysterics , it provided an =zing new 

vi ewpoint on tho f""1ous poJ.r and on some Bt>l::or St reet irrcgulo.rl ties -

Stan is on ardent and knovlcdgcable Holmes llll\ll Md he enjoyad the vi t 

ns much ns the folk who support th e riva l finn of Bloke & Co. 
Altogethe r n grand evening of dis cussi on Md good fellowship vith 

everyone lo oking fo IY:ird vi th happy .'.llltici pation to the next meeti ng 

on Thursdoy, July 9th , B, PATE Secretory • 

WIIDON 

On n day which was rothe r cool, with only intemittent short 

burot s of sunshine , th e wnl led garden at Excel sio r House looked oven 

lov eli e r thQ!l ever for the June mooting. Thero nre over 200 difforent 

types of ros e nt Excelsi or House, o.nd they made a glorious show. 
Acting-ctuirmon Bob Blythe opened the meeting of thirty , welcoming 

di st inguished guests which included the ever-yout hful Mr. C, H. Chapman 

who was bubbling with high spirit s ; Mr, ll , L . Catchpole ; and Miss 

Hood, the L'.lte Charles Hamilton ' s housekeeper vho ent ered into th o 

spirit of t he dny and clonrly enjoyed every oinute of it , 
President John llernham spoke of the club' o pas t achievements and 

of the high hopes for th e future, Kr, II , L, Catchpole won nll ·heart s 

vi th bis bri ght .'.Ind breezy persono.11 ty , telling of how he became n 

writ er for th e Gem, Magnet, and Union Jack, aa well as othe r A, P, 

p.,bli ca ti ons, Be had prompt answers for questions p.,t to him by th e 

meeting , and tliero were some entertnining exchQJlges of ccmnents ootween 

him and Mr, Chapman. 
Roger Jenkins announced that he has r ece ived for tho Hamiltonian 

Library some 200 llngnets as n gift from John Wernhan ' s Archives , A 

furth er nine se ri es have mode a welcome addition to tho library , which 

now numbers 1558 books, nearly 1, 000 of them ooing Magnets , Del!W¥i 

for library books continu es to be hoovy, and there was also brisk 

busi ness in selling surpl us Magnets. 
Bob Rl.ythe gnve excellent report of the Nelson Lee Library, vi th 

the pleosing information that a previous deficit of £2, 17 ,0. was now 
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~~--to 8/ 4d. There are maey new additions to thi ~ section . , 

At 5 p.m. the coopaey adjourned to the dining ro om where the 
daintily - laid tables groaned wit h goodly viands awaiting our attack . 
Don Webster expressed the thanks of all to "Madan" and her ladies for 
the voooerful work they had put in. 

After t ea there vas discussion on the outing tentatively planned 
to take place on September 13th to !!argnte and Kingsgn t e . Present 
arrangement, confirnation to be made l ate r, are that meals will cost 
'23/- per head and coach fare 12/ - . 

Then host Eric Fa,yne took over and fun and ga,:1es becaoe the order 
of the evening. An elimination gaoe got everything going well, and 
thi s was followed by half a dozen rounds of the ever-fascinating "Take 
a Letter." Then, fast and furious, cane a new game called "Scraoble" 
which met with the approval of all . The cost successful contestants 
in th e three competitions were Roger Jenkins , Don Webster and Roy 
Parsons , but at l east a dozen others won souvenirs to carry away to 
remind the e of this exceptionally joyous meeting . 

Next meeting July 19th at Greyfriars, Hollybush Ride, Wokingham; 
host isric Lawrence. 

By ii. H, Goodhead 

Leonard All en's letter in the Jun e issue of th e "Collectors Diges t," 
in which he mentions E. W. Hornung's "Stingaree" stori es brought back 
many pleasant memories to ·me. 

I had the privilege of reading them in their or i ginal setting, 
(the "Strand Ma&azine" of sacred oooory), round about the turn of the 
century . The series was not a very long one , comprisin8, if ey ceoory 
serves oe correctly , of at ·the most a dozen stories . 

furthemore , the final story , called (again relying on my meoory) 
"The Moth and the Fl aoe" was a bitter-sweet "renunciation• cl imax to 
the Stingaree saga which left no doubt in the mind of the reader th at 
the hero ll8S to be heard of no more. Al toge ther, a classic series in 
every way. 

I must correct Mr. All en , however, when he eays that the setting 
vas South Africa. It llOS, in fact, Australia, and I don't think 
Stingaree sported a l!lOnocle. 

I always considered that th ese stories were :ilmcasurably superior 
to the Raffl es series. To me, at l east , Raffles him elf never seeced 
to be a particularly a tt ractive, or even credible character. He was 
too much of a dilottante in crimo , in fact his title "The Acateur 
Cr3cksman" seems to iooicate that he wanted t he bea t of both worlds . 

l 
I 
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Stingaroo , howav.Jr , wcs a far more forcidablc person . Like 

Rafflo s , ho vns born a gentlO'.oan, but unlik e Raffles there was a hard , 

ruthless stro:ik to his character which made his careor as a bushrBilll"r 

erodibl e and oven, in a way, envi9.ble . 
I believ o that tho author lived for so,:,o ti;:>o in Austr eli n which 

>rould account for his sycpathy with and adturat ion for an enemy of a 

sys tcu which was oft en h.:,r sh and t yrannical , ( !led Kelly h'1d only boon 

huni; about tvc nt-; yeors prev i OU8), nnd the Iron Bandit , as we nll know, 
is one of Austr...lfo • s ' folk - hero es . • 

It is a eystcry to ce why these stones are so little knoim these 

dc.ys. Perhaps sono of our friends fron Do,m Under could provid e us 

in th !'urthcr infomation . 
By the 11ey, although I cannot recal l tho 1915 fil.'l which 11r, All en 

!lCntions (slightly beforo oy two) an excollent fil.'l vns code in the 

ce.rly 1930' • starring Richard Dix as StiD8!1I'ce and Irene Dun.~o cs the 

gi r l whoc ho hol ps t o a successful OJ)(>ratic caroo r , Also in tho cast , 

if t\Y =ory serves oe correctly , was Ian Hunter . It was des crib ed by 

one of the critics as "a horse-opera of the vecy ~1cst ld.nd. 11 

l'hr 
POST\L\~ 
CAI.LED 

(tnteresttnc It eos rroci the 
FAit.or'• Lette r .Sea) 

~ (Chel t.cnhm): D3MYt s D13l'Y ts lust 
~ lnteru tt r.g as «iver. I dOn't n.gree 
with Jack Ccck over the no:. or the d lcrlst . 
Oamy Is no lcq:cr a s trnncer, Md he eon spt.lk 

tci>~lall y on all upects or his bey1lood. 

Gf.RRY AU.ISON ( llic.ley): Repl.)'tng to Jt:t ltcr Felmng1 s questi on asking tr ' The Gn11d 

.Advonture- which he has just read In No. 1J or woooer Ltbrary,wo.11 reprinted rroo an 
oorller co::iJ.c. Aho the query b7 the Edi tor ct the 'Colleetc1r' 11 Dtaestt ,:,cnderl ng lt 

thtt could poS.Slbl.Y be the st.on •Laie$(1:l11!1 referred to b.Y D.ennY In his dta.ry ror 1St4. 

1bt answers art ires , ' Md 'No, ' tn U.ar oder. 'The Grand Advent.uree er • The 

convtct's LUcftt ran as a sertel atory In anPS In 1915. J.11 u:ee ll ent story cbout t'WO 

escopcd convicts ... t.rthur Lord Md Peter Nutt - ¥1ho Joined the Gr:md /idventurt Ctncco 

Coci,..,Jt1, ttJch or the aetl oo 11 on a disert lsl.':lm, on 1ti.l eh the t.ll:)e-fftld beas t s or 
a .shlp,ft"eCted menogerte roa::i et )Brge. one tllus trattcn shows a lovtty tl lo-st.ir 
wtccnsetousiy leodtng a t11er on a leo..sh. Her pet toy ten-ter ts Inside Ute tlaer & 

~~~~':1£~~ ~:~~~)~nJo/ r~~~ ~ ~~ ~~~1:1!:!u~r ~~::e d~:O~:~:.v:! ~ 
r,wourlte ttec tn C.D. t woul d love to see thee In a bOok or their own. It will be 

coed to see the Pl'OJect.ed art i cle on the Blllnt. 

LE.X:11:MRD 11, JJJ,P ( Soumeccuth): I 1«11 lnttnst.ed tn Nr. rarrow' • enquiry re Sporu 

Pictor ial . I dOn•t reeol l 1.hls, tiut rounci nbout the 1922 per too there l'llS a p~ar 
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which rtts the descr t pt t<m .. "SPOrts Pictur es.• This conta t ned some excellent phot os 
ot sporting celebr ttl cs , mostly exclu sive , cop ies ot 'l'otl.tch could be purcho.se<I tor a 
sr..oll sum. /.t one period th e paper publlshed each wock nn Educated tvnns story by 
Edgar Wallace . 

JI M MERRIUll (Canada): c .o. arr tv es ra tt htull.y each o:mth , 3lld a very welco!:'11! rrtencl. 
~ Ea.ch 1Sa1e ts bet t er and be tt er. 1 ,..ould ltke to see ttr . Buddl e as a 
regular reature everY tx:1nt h. 'Th e ?os toon Cal l ed' Is very t nteNstlf'IG , espect.ll ly 
Nlen r eaders cientl on ol d ravour l tes ltk e Trhq ih , Chllq)lon, W'h&'d , Hot.spur , Pll ot, 
School boys' OMl, Boys' Fri end., und the llk e . I could of ten kick rtWSelr t or lettl ~ 
st.eeks or these slip t hrough r:J!f tln ger s to Yl1'lll) the refu se In years ago. Tlmnk goedness 
~ Magnets e~ed that ! ilt c . 

~e~~ ~~~· 1926~~!1~~ c~~~1:d1~~~n:~~p~~~~e:rl~ ~n:~:~~ ~~ ~~e~az tne, 
robots In an atteq>t t o conquer the worl d? 

~. <t l~:?~or ~: ~:O~ ~~f:~;q::.!~e e: r ~~og~!t;prectatton 
Hr. ChBl)t',M.' s contr1bUtl on to the June issue ot t he Di gest was deli ght tul reacting, 

Md his r ecognition and acknowledgeoent or th e ab i lity ot Le"nord Shl cl.C!s, t he suprc~ 
school st ory illu s tr ator , wos a ttne ses ture . 

The t a l ent and ccrd t J.l relattonshtp between .'.l.Uthor and artists , retlected l n the 
l cl'G rod successru l ye~s ot the l13gnet, la Indeed o tr ttiu t e to those v.!lo l .u>oured t o 
produce sornefhtng so north whlle t or our pl easure ond c1el lght . 

~ (London): I enjo y c.o . l mense l.y - lt gets bet t er a ll t he tlcie . t-ty 
coll ect i on grows s l owl.Y. 1 hnve cost ot lt bound now. 

w, J, J.1 HUBBARD ( Ken,a) : E. w. Hornung, t he cre ator ot •Rnttles ,• wrote 11 school 
story . It ia called 1 Fothers or 11en1 am It f eatures Jan Rutter , :,. lett- :irm bowl er 
with a natural br'etlk troc. l eg . Publish ed ln 1911, It I s hi'U'd tO obtll ln, ena I have yet 
to 1eam ot o coll ect or Mho owns a copy. 

BERNIJID PRUE (SMdc r st e3d): Soce yeors ego t wrote to ttr . Chapnen nnd o.3<.ed ht o tor 
a spec i al ttagnet l though t he Dlght have . He dlcJ not have It , but sent ae , t o ny 
grea t pl ea.sure, m exm:i,l e of his ffl)rk - a cover frOCI t he Wlbley ser t es or 1937. 
arr t:red that drowlng to ~ bedrooti ,rau , and it ls s till there to thi s day . 

~i Ciocd loose coptes or bound vot ~s contatnlng on:;r ot the tollowt ng: 

HA.GNETS - 52, 131 to 149 ll'lclus tve, 195, 205, 237, 238, 239, 277, J1B, 319, 353, 400, 

417, t,22, ~5 , EM, 70(,, 719, 751, 752 , 753, 762, 763 , 8(8 . Host l sru.es bet.ween 821 

one! 890, 900, 921, 924, 925, 9)6 , 936, 940, 9112, 9!u , 9tp , 951, 965, 967, 968, 996. 

~ - ?'lany t ss.ies betweCJl lt)O Md 500. t1onY tssues bett,een 800 o.oo 879. Also Nos. 

925, 935, 953, 9514, 956, '!75, 980, 984, 985, 989, 990. 992, 993, 998. POPLLARS: 183, 

190, no. '35, 396, !62, 455, t,66, 474. EARLY PDflY POPULARS: Nos. 12, 13, !6, 47, 

48. 

~· ~. ~. ~. 
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